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FLORIDA COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 

 

Dear Florida Citizen: 

 

On behalf of the Florida Commission on the Status of Women, we are honored to 

present our Annual Report, Floridaôs Women Veterans: Challenges and Needs of 

Those Who Served. This report was created not only to raise awareness about the 

specific needs of our female veterans, but to serve as a resource for veterans to 

seek further information about topics outlined in this report. This report honors the 

contributions and reflects the experiences and needs of Floridaôs women veterans 

from all eras. It incorporates information, resources and procedures to guide 

women veterans in answering questions and resolving issues. 

 

The Florida Legislature, through Section 14.24, Florida Statutes, mandates the 

Commission to study the changing and developing roles of women in American 

society, including the implementation of recommendations to improve the 

development of individual potential. The focus of the Commissionôs mission is to 

empower women from all walks of life in achieving their fullest potential. It is in 

fulfillment of our mandate and mission that the Commission has chosen needs of 

women veterans as the focus of this 2011 Annual Report. 

 

It is our desire that the information provided in this written report impacts those 

we serve ï girls and women, and acts as a catalyst to ensure the challenges and 

needs of our military personnel are met. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

             

 

 

Nancy C. Acevedo    Laurie Pizzo 

FCSW Chair     Annual Report Committee Chair 
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 òPride in oneõs country, and a sense of patriotism, are not sentiments that are limited to 

a specific gender, nor is the sacrifice of service to oneõs country through a military 

career. Therefore, it should be remembered and taught that service to our country has 

not, nor ever should be, limited only to our nationõs men. In this greatest country on our 

planet, Americans know that we do our best when employing the best qualities of both 

men and women working together for the betterment of our nation.ó 

-Author Unknown  
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Introduction  

Due to their increasing numbers in the U.S. 

Armed Forces, women are the second-fastest 

growing population of veterans (after elderly 

veterans). After serving in the military in a 

variety of important missions, they are 

returning to their roles as wives, partners, 

mothers, caregivers, and workers in 

unprecedented numbers. Women veterans 

share many of the physical, mental, and 

emotional needs that their male counterparts 

face as a result of serving their country. In 

addition, they have unique experiences and 

needs as female veterans. 

Floridaõs Women Veterans: Challenges and 

Needs of Those Whoõve Served describes the 

stateõs 140,871 women veterans from all 

branches of the military, including the Florida 

National Guard and the military Reserves. 

This report honors the contributions and 

reflects the experiences and needs of 

Floridaõs women veterans from all eras. 

However, the publication focuses on the issues 

and needs of service members who have 

served after September 11, 2001 in 

Operation Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan 

(OEF) and Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF). It 

is this growing group of women who are 

leading the necessary changes in federal, 

state, and local structures that serve veterans. 

The report identifies the challenges women 

veterans face, the primary services they 

need, and the barriers they encounter. It 

includes experiences of  women veterans who 

shared their experiences and opinions through 

a survey. To better understand these 

experiences and issues, the report also 

provides a brief overview of women in the 

military and explains the federal, state, and 

local service delivery structures that provide 

the benefits and services available to all 

veterans, including some targeted to women. 

As an additional resource, the report includes 

a compilation of the recommendations 

relating to women veterans that have been 

put forth by organizations during the past 

several years. It also includes websites and 

other resources for further information. 

Throughout Americaõs history, women have 

served honorably and sacrificed 

tremendously, and they continue 

this effort throughout the world 

today. Yet, there are still needs 

these heroines have that need to 

be met. Collectively, steps must be 

taken to improve health care for 

female troops and veteransñ

taking their unique health care 

needs into accountñand expand 

existing support services and 

transitional resources.  

The unique issues of homeless females needs 

to be addressed. Additional efforts need to 

be made towards eliminating sexual assault 

and harassment from within the military, and 

career opportunities expanded for women. 

This will make our military stronger and our 

country more secure. With more female 

troops enlisting and returning home from 

combat every day, there is no better time to 

heed the words of President Lincoln and care 

for she ôwho has borne the battle.õ The brave 

women who answer our countryõs call deserve 

nothing less. (Mulhall, 2009). 

 

Throughout Americaõs history, women 

have served honorably and sacrificed 

tremendously. 
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